

Empty shelves at food bank 



I Community Outreach Program Erie (COPE)’s Barb Volzke stands next to a stretch of nearly empty shelving at the local food 
bank at 32 Dufferin Street. She says there is a dire need for items such as peanut butter, canned tuna, canned vegetables, 
juices and anything else children can take to school for lunch. Canned pasta, macaroni and cheese and crackers are running 
short too. To contact COPE, call (905) 871-2526. 


Residents 
have 
their say 

Kris Dube 

The Times 

After 39 delegations were 
made at Tuesday's coundl-in- 
committee meeting on the 
Crystal Beach Gatewway proj¬ 
ect, nothing has changed since 
the previous decision to begin 
the repeal process of the by-law 
that was essentially the final 
approval of the project 

There were 27 speakers who 
explained their opposition to 
council's recent direction on the 
project and 12 who support it 
and oppose the development. 

Following over five hours of 
speeches, council received a 
staff report for informational 
purposes, regarding the finan¬ 
cial implications the Town could 
potentially face if the Molinaro 
Group decides to sue for breach 
of contract In the report direc¬ 
tor of financial services Helen 
Chamberlain warns that if legal 
action is taken against the Town, 
an estimated $3.2 million will 
need to be set aside. This would 
result in a 6.9 per cent increase 
for taxpayers, the report says. 

"It is no surprise that it would 
be difficult to pass this type of 
expenditure onto the taxpayer at 
any one point," says 
Chamberlain in the report 

See Page 2 
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' Rekindling Our Traditions * 

yi ^Keeping Within Our 
' ^pf ; Traditions” 

™ i6th Annual Mid-Winter 
POW-WOW 
Saturday, March 

Grand Entry 

at 12 Noon and 6 p.m. 

Calling all Drummers, 

Singers & Dancers 
Come and Celebrate & 

Shake your Tail Feathers! 


Sun-Rise Ceremony 
at sunrise-SACRED RUN 
*FENFC Princess/Role Model 
*Hoop Dance Presentation 
*Smoke Dance 
*Fry Bread Contest 
*Toonie Auction 
^Traditional Foods 


Fort Erie Native 

796 Buffalo Road, Fort 
905-871-8931 

Non-perishable food donations accepted at the door 

For Vendor Registration, 

please contact 


Diana Sowden at ext. 224. 


Delegates feel neighbourhood plan is ignored 


Council agreed to receive the report for informa¬ 
tion purposes only and will further consider the 
report after the third party legal review if it is deemed 
likely that litigation will result from council's actions 
of repealing by-law 26-10. 

Azhar Mohammad, a representative from the 
Canadian Motor Speedway spoke at the meeting, 
saying that council needs to be aware of the risks 
involved with taking this step and that it has already 
been detrimental to the Town's image within the 
development community. 

"Your recent actions are not helping.” 

He feels this gives others an impression of Fort Erie 
that it is operated by a governing body that can't be 
misted and that breaking a contract after ignoring 
the Ontario Municipal Board decision is "absolutely 
not appropriate." 

"These costs should and will be recovered," said 
Mohammad. 

Local resident Greg Bonito also delivered his frus¬ 
tration in a presentation, saying that too many mem¬ 
bers of council and those in opposition to the devel¬ 
opment are claiming to be speaking for the larger 
fraction of the population that does not want to see 
the project go ahead. 

Bonito said there is no truth to those claims and 
that council's recent actions have brought out a silent 
majority on the issue, who did not make public com¬ 
ments as often as those who are in opposition did 
while debate took place. 

"You do not have the support of the majority of 
your town, so stop speaking on behalf of the rest of 
us," said Bonito. 

Ward 5 Coun. Don Lubberts disagreed with 
Bonito's statement and asked him if council should 
own up to its responsibility of the "people who elect- 



"I think you should be responsible to the entire 
town," Bonito responded. 

David Kompson, a local commercial developer 
says the day after council decided to back out of the 
deal with the Molinaro Group, "shockwaves" were 
felt throughout Niagara's development community 
and that people were "in complete disbelief." 

Sally Graves, president of the Friends of Crystal 
Beach, a grassroots organization that focuses on the 
area, says she sat on the neighbourhood plan com¬ 
mittee for the Town, along with Coun. Lubberts and 
feels a 12-storey condo does not reflect what the 
committee wanted for development at the beach. 

"Why ask the question?" she asked. 

Ridgeway resident Lisa Susin shared the same 
opinion as Graves, saying the community has been 
divided over this issue and if the plan created was put 
to use, perhaps the conflict between both sides 
would not be what it is currently. 

"What's the point of a neighbourhood plan if we're 
going to void them?" said Susin. 

lohn Keenan, a lawyer with offices in Western New 
York and the Greater Toronto Area said the report 
later considered by council is severely flawed and 
that it was "prepared by someone who does not pos¬ 
sess even a rudimentary knowledge of law." 

Chamberlain wrote in her report that a letter from 
the Molinaro Group has been received by the Town 
that indicates litigation could be on its way. 

"While the outcome of any legal case is not easily 
determinable, it would appear that based on the let¬ 
ter received from Molinaro, that damages could be 
sought for the costs incurred to date, lost costs and 
recovery of legal costs," reads the report. 

The Town has sent out tenders for a third-party law 
firm to provide a second legal opinion, a result of 
another decision made at last week's meeting. There 
is an estimated cost of $20,000 that would need to be 
taken from slot revenues that were originally set 
aside for the reconstruction of fire station no. 2 on 
larvis Street 
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Racebook Lounge a 
safe bet for race fans 


New facility at 
Racetrack pro¬ 
vides more com¬ 
fortable atmosphere 
for patrons 

Kris Dube 

The Times 

Fans of horse racing now 
have a new, more comfort¬ 
able venue to bet on races 
taking place outside of the 
Fort Erie Racetrack. 

The Racebook Lounge, 
located inside the Slots at the 
racetrack is officially open for 
business with 40 flat screen 
televisions and enough seat¬ 
ing for up to 100 people. 

Media and marketing 
manager Elissa Blowe said 
the new area for betting is a 
great way to provide the 
atmosphere regular patrons 
deserve. 

"It's a nice way to pay back 
your loyal customers," said 
Blowe, while meeting with 
the Times this week. 

"It's a very com- 


and preparation by both the 
Fort Erie Live Racing 
Consortium (FELRC) man¬ 
agement and the Ontario 
Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation. Rick Cowan, 
chief operating officer of the 
FELRC is very satisfied with 
the results. 

“This facility provides for a 
seamless transition between 
racing and slot players. It is 
convenient, user friendly and 
well equipped with flat 
screen televisions and both 
live and self-service mutuel 
amenities,” he said. 

Adding charm and class to 
the facility is a life sized mural 
of horses racing down the 
stretch at the border oval. 
The painting was created by 
local artist Leisa Temple who 
often has many of her pieces 
on display in the Prince of 
Wales Dining Room during 
the live racing season. 

“When management asked 
me if I would be interested in 
providing my services I said 
yes, right away. I love the Fort 
Erie Race Track and having 


kk 

It’s a nice 
atmosphere and 
it’s easily acces¬ 
sible.” 

— Scotty Lane 

the opportunity to paint the 
mural was my way to show 
my support,” said Temple. 

Jockey agent Scotty Lane 
could be found with some of 
his colleagues at the facility 
on Thursday, putting in their 
bets for the day. He is quite 
pleased with what the lounge 
has to offer. 

"It's a nice atmosphere and 
it's easily accessible," he said. 

The Racebook Lounge is 
open seven days a week from 
11:30 a.m. to midnight. 

On the average day, races 
from about 12 tracks from 
across North America will be 
broadcasted on the screens. 



Scotty Lane, J.P. Souter, and Greg Robins going over their picks on Thursday at the 
Racebook Lounge, located inside the Slots at the Fort Erie Racetrack. 


STAMFORD HEARING AIDS 

• Authorizer & Dispenser for the Ministry of Health 

• A.D.P. Grant Assistive Devices Program 

• D.V.A. W.C.B. and all Insurance Companies 

• Repairs to all makes 

• Join Our Battery Club 

(^) Call for An Appointment Today- 
238 BERTIE ST., FORT ERIE. 905 - 871-6566 



fortable, 


added. 

Blowe also feels 
the lounge is a way to 
bring together those 
who play the slots 
and people who go to 
the track to bet on 
horse races. 

'We're all working 
together," she said. 

A new dining 
menu was unveiled 
in the casino’s 
Carousel restaurant 
and Racebook 
patrons can order 
from an extensive bill 
of fare featuring great 
appetizers and main 
courses. 

"It's everything 
from french fries to 
veal parmesan," said 

The RaceBook 
opened up for busi¬ 
ness at the end of 
December after 
months of planning 


<S> 


MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE 


The Rules of the Game are about to change but it is not 
too late to have a Right Winger on your team. 

Call Randy Winger today and get the “Right Winger” 
working for you to obtain the best mortgage approval to 
suit your needs. 

MAJOR CHANGES EFFECTIVE MARCH 18,2011 

• Max equity withdrawal now 85% 

• Max mortgage amortization now 30 years 
NEW MORTGAGE RULES IMPACT HOW YOU CAN ACCESS 
YOUR HOME’S EQUITY 

• Finance Minister Jim Flaherty recently announced changes t 
to mortgage rules in Canada that will come into force Maym 1 

• The maximum amount that can be borrowed when refipancing a mortgage is now 85% of 
the value of your home, down from 90%. 

• The maximum amortization for any new mortgage is reduced to 30 years. 

• If you are looking to consolidate debt, undertake renovations, obtaining funds for 
investment, transferring to a new lender to improve your cash flow.. NOW is your last 
opportunity before the rule changes take effect. 

CALL RANDY WINGER AT 905-382-4442 

Mortgage Intelligence is a Licensed Mortgage Broker with the Financial Services Commission of Ontario as 



with the Financial Services 



• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Veneers, Crowns & Bridges 

• Take Home & In-Office Teeth Whitening 

• Preventative Care for Teeth & Gums 

• RootCanalTherapy 

• Partial & Complete dentures 

• Extractions 

• Orthodontic-Braces including 
Invisalign 


NEW PATIENTS WELCOME • TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER! 

Emergencies Seen On Same Day • Extended Weekend His. • In-Office Dental Discount Program 


Fort Erie Location Niagara Falls Location 

„ WeW e 905 - 871-5556 905 - 371-8885 

749 Garrison Rd.' 7555 Montrose F?d‘ 

S! (Across from WalMart) ^‘3raaoiKl»d3Sr 


SSSt "i£ 
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Call now to reserve your spot 
a on the next 


that will be 

appearing in The Times 
on March 26th, 2011 


584 Garrison Road • 905-871-3648 


/4 

Q: Why use a Travel Agent? 

At Most experienced travel agents are booking thousands of trips a year and 
gain valuable feedback on the vacations they book. As well, most travel agents 
have travelled extensively themselves. Sometimes what you see on the internet 
is very misleading and as well, there is no longer a pricing advantage on line. 
Most experienced agents can match or beat these prices, plus share their 
valuable knowledge with you for FREE. This expertise will ensure you a great 


GLENNY TRAVEL 

450 Garrison Rd. Fort Erie 
905-871-4241 


.glennytravel. 


Cii/s tv T-Mie’vtd Tdifictlt’v 

Q: What are Funeral Services doing to embrace technology? 1 

Funeral establishments do this in various ways. From the 

Ciik the* Chitop’rficte’t 

Q Do detox products actually work? 

to advanced in-house AV and DVD composing and some with 
technical foresight such as web broadcasting. Technology is an 
important part of creating and facilitating services that will allow 
people to grieve in the manner they choose. 

There are a variety of products available to help detox and cleanse the livei; kidneys 



Darren Flagg Benner Avenue • Fort Eric 

Funeral Director 905-871-0444 

'"'"llifjL “HT 

Ho^bkKdc www.spoiBcentres.ci 
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our editorial 

Wait for second legal 
opinion to arrive 


The answer will be here soon...we 

This Monday, council will choose 
a third-party law firm that will pro¬ 
vide an opinion on whether or not 
the Town will be responsible for mil¬ 
lions of dollars in litigation after the 
recent decision to begin the by-law 
repeal process with the Crystal 
Beach Gateway Project. 

We've heard from Town staff who 
say it is a possibility the taxpayers 
will be burdened by a tax increase if 
the Burlington-based developer 
decides to sue. We've also heard 
from opponents of the project, along 
with a lawyer who spoke at 
Monday's meeting that says the staff 
report received for informational 
purposes is "flawed." 

With so many people on both 
sides of the argument wanting their 
opinion to be proven true, we want 
people to sit back and relax and wait 


until a second legal opinion is pro¬ 
vided. Stop the finger pointing, stop 
claiming that you have all the 
answers and wait for the experts to 
give their feedback, again. 

This issue has turned friends into 
bitter enemies and has brought out 
the worst in many individuals, either 
in support or in opposition to the 

There are valid points being given 
from both sides and it is very difficult 
for anyone in the news business to 
separate fact from fiction, even 
though so many people believe their 
opinion is the right one. 

Let's see what a second legal 
opinion provides so we can deter¬ 
mine when this war will come to an 
end and who actually has all the cor¬ 
rect information, or if the legal 
advice provided by the Town’s solici¬ 
tor was right all along. 

-Kris Dube 



Do You Remember? 


Last week's photo was 
taken at the Jean Spear 
School of Dance on Jarvis 
Street around 1972. Thank 
you to Margaret 
Lamontagne for calling in 
to identify her daughter 
Susan (centre) with Judy 
Wilson (far right). Our 
thanks as well to Debbie 


who also identified Susan 
via e-mail. The little girl in 
the sailor suit is still 
unknown. Mrs. 

Lamontagne told us that 
Susan furthered her danc¬ 
ing career by training at the 
National School of Ballet 
in Toronto. 

Judging from the banner 


hanging on the wall, this 
week's photo appears to be 
a presentation involving 
the Rotary Club. If you 
know any of the people in 
the photo or what the pres¬ 
entation was about please 
call the Museum at (905) 
894-5322 or send an e-mail 
to museum@forterie.on.ca. 


Facebook users should ‘tone it down a notch’ 


EE 

Kris Dube 

Editor’s Notebook 


When I left the council 
chambers, shortly before 
1 a.m. on Thesday, I was 
tired... that's for sure. 

There is something 
else I'm even more tired 
from and that is all the 


negativity I read and hear 
on a daily basis. 

As many readers 
know, social media has 
become the new way of 
life and often people use 
sites like Facebook to 
vent about what is on 
their mind. 

There is nothing wrong 
with this and everyone is 
entitled to freedom of 
speech, but if I can put it 
simply... people need to 
tone it down a notch. 

Ever since the Crystal 


Beach Gateway Project 
took its recent turn, I've 
read comments made by 
people who are going 
absolutely ballistic and 
perhaps in some cases, 
not thinking before they 

You can challenge the 
merits of the decision all 
you want, in a profession¬ 
al and educated man¬ 
ner... which is what most 
people are doing. 

But when I read com¬ 
ments that are downright 


nasty and crude, some¬ 
thing needs to be said. 

If you have concerns 
with some members of 
council, call them at 
home or send them an 
email. Their phone num¬ 
bers and email addresses 
are considered public 
information and that is 
what they were elected to 
do, listen to the concerns 
of their constituents and 
return messages. 

Don't attack them 
behind their backs for 


thousands of other 
Facebook users to read, 
without a response from 
the person being criti¬ 
cized. I'm not really even 
sure how many members 
of council use the social 
networking site, but they 
should be able to defend 
themselves when being 
slammed out in the open 
like this. 

To our readers who do 
not use the Internet, 
especially Facebook, I 
apologize if you have no 


clue what I'm talking 

One issue within this 
town has turned people 
against each other more 
than the average person 
realizes and spreading 
hateful comments all over 
the Internet isn't a good 
way to change this. 

If you would like to 
leave me feedback, call 
me at (905) 871-3100 ext. 
207 or send me an email 
to editorial@forteri- 
etimes.com. 

















Saturday, February 26,2011 • Fort Erie Times 7 


opinion page 


Reader ‘disappointed’ 


Dear Editor, 


To say that I’m disap¬ 
pointed in council’s recent 
decision to back out of the 
Bay Beach condominium 
project is a severe under¬ 
statement. My ward coun¬ 
cillor, Bob Steckley, espe¬ 
cially disappoints me. At 
least I can sleep at night 
knowing that I had nothing 
to do with him getting a 
second term and another 
opportunity to serve our 
wealthy American contin¬ 
gent within town. 

Steckley proposes that 
new council members 
should be afforded addi¬ 
tional time to learn all the 
information that they can 
on the Bay Beach project. 
So, what were they doing 
this past year?? Making 
promises related to Bay 
Beach without knowing the 
consequences? The infor¬ 
mation was out there - the 
project has been in 
progress for the past three 


Council members 
should have been well 
informed of issues before 
their first meeting. 
Steckley,what’s your 
excuse? 

But, Bob Steckley has 
said that he could change 
his vote and reluctantly 
support the Bay Beach 
development if it's found 
backing out of the deal will 
cost the town too much 
money. So, what part of 
‘taxes will have to be raised 
6.9 per cent this year just to 
finance the Town’s breach 
of contract with the 
Molinaro Group, not to 
mention the other expendi¬ 
tures estimated to require 
an additional increase of 
4.7 per cent doesn’t he 
understand? Maybe our 
wealthy American cousins 
don’t mind a tax hike, but I 
do! 

Of course, the hike is 
just for this year....then 
there will be the costs of 
damages from the 
Molinaro Group, the cost 
of other lost development 


opportunities as investors 
steer clear of our Town, not 
to mention the exodus of 
existing residents/business¬ 
es that won’t be able to 
survive the tax hikes and 
loss of municipal services! 

At least the additional 
costs for outside lawyers 
won’t be added to your tax 
bill this year. Gaming rev¬ 
enues earmarked for fire 
station improvements will 
cover that expense! 

To some people, fire 
fighting is still a greater pri¬ 
ority than the opportunity 
to hear the same legal 
advice from a multitude of 
solicitors. 

Wake up Collard - 
you’re being manipulated 
big time! Your swing vote 
puts you right in the line of 
fire. Hill comes out of the 
mess without any dirt on 
his hands and Steckley 
reserves the right to ride in 
on his white horse and save 
the ratepayers of Fort Erie! 

Bryan Millar 
Fort Erie 


No sequel for Bay Beach 


Dear Editor, 


As a resident of Ridgeway 
for thirty years I am 
ashamed of the behaviour of 
some of our councillors. 
Having a career in the 
movies I can only liken the 
last council meeting which I 
sat through until the "bitter 
end" in movie terms. 

Furtive looks of conspira¬ 
cy between certain council¬ 
lors, like a very bad silent spy 
movie, no Oscar this year for 


these guys. 

Some Councillor's lack of 
understanding the paper¬ 
work given in advance to 
them does not fill me with 
confidence from my repre¬ 
sentative and Councillor 
Hill's attempt to introduce a 
new motion on his fellow 
councillors at the last 
minute without prior warn¬ 
ing and degrading the town 
staff in public, classic TV 
drama scenes, but it's not a 
movie, it's the future of my 


I can only hope that 
Councillor Steckley, who 
seems the most independ¬ 
ent thinking, rational and 
least special interest influ¬ 
enced of the 4 opposed 
councillors, can like a movie 
super hero rescue the Bay 
Beach development from 
sinking and taking the rest of 
us and with it, or it's Fort Erie 
R.I.P and it will be a long 
time before new investors 
fund a sequel! 

Colin Chilvers 
Ridgeway 



Condo won’t benefit whole town 


This letter is in 
reponse to edi¬ 
tor Kris Dube’s 
column in the Feb. 5 
issue of the Times 

Dear Editor, 

I don't agree with your 
comment that we should 
trust the Ontario 
Municipal Board. I don't 
trust the Niagara Health 
System (NHS) either nor 
what McGinty has done 
to local health care. There 
is some similarity 
between the NHS and the 
condominium. The loca¬ 


tion of the new 'regional' 
hospital benefits a small 
group at the expense of 
Fort Erie, Port Colborne 
and Welland. 

As to being in opposi¬ 
tion to the choice of pri¬ 
vately developing a pub¬ 
lic beach, I would like to 
point out the faults. 

I feel a small group of 
people benefit at the 
expense of the larger 
group. 

I also believe a condo¬ 
minium could be built 
almost anywhere in Fort 
Erie. 

Put some cement, steel 
and brick into a spot and 
you have building. 


However, dumping some 
sand and water in a spot 
won't get you a public 
beach; a beach is a limit¬ 
ed natural resource that 
needs better stewardship 
if it's not to be spoiled. 

It sets a precedent. 
How can you say no to 
the next developer? Soon 
you have two condomini- 

For what little good it 
will do, I will still be in 
opposition to poor choic¬ 
es that benefit the few at 
the expense of others. 


John Spirko 
Fort Erie 



Index Linked Term Deposit 

RRSP loans available 
until March 1,2011 


YEAR 

ES0ALAT1F 




1 . 75 % 2 . 25 % 2 . 75 % 


1.75% 


2 . 0 % 


2.25% 


2J5% 


4.75% 
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The Town of Fort Erie ~ 

1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 rii jr. I~n■ ■ 

(9051871-1600 » Fax<905)871-4022 • www.torterie-on.ca 1 UK! LKIl 


(905)871-1600 • Fax (905) 87 

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 

9 91.7 FM-105.7 FM-610 ( 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


(D COMPETITION NO. 04-2011 

MANAGER, PURCHASING AND FINANCE SERVICES 

With a relevant academic background and proven business insight, you will administer the Town’s Procurement 
Policy and lead the entire purchasing/tendering cycle - from proactively assisting users, cost analysis and 
need identification through to the payment of suppliers - in a timely, transparent and cost-effective manner. 
Want to know more? Visit us at www.town.forterie.ca. Go to “Town Hall”, then click on Employment 
Opportunities. The deadline for receiving applications is 5:00 p.m., Friday, February 25,2011. 


(2) LOOKING FOR SUMMER WORK? 

The Corporation is now accepting applications for summer student employment opportunities in parks/cem¬ 
eteries; facilities; roads; horticulture; museums; engineering and office administration. Schedules may include 
Saturday and Sunday Some positions require a valid, Class G drivers’ license. 

Further details are available at www.town.forterie.ca. Go to “Town Hall”, then click on Employment 
Opportunities. 

Returning students MUST apply Application forms are available on-line, at Town Hall, the Leisureplex and the 
Gibson Centre. The deadline for receiving applications is 5:00 p.m. FRIDAY MARCH 25, 2011. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


(D OVERNIGHT WINTER PARKING ON STREETS 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS: In an effort to keep the streets tree ot vehicles during the winter months tor 
snowplowing and sanding operations, residents are reminded that no overnight parking is permitted. 

Traffic By-law No. 2000-89, Section 205 provides that “No person shall park a vehicle or permit a vehicle to 
remain parked” on any street in Town “between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. between November 1, 
2010 and March 31,2011. 

The Town’s By-law Enforcement Officers will be exercising vigilant enforcement of By-law No. 2000-89. Your 
vehicle will be issued a parking ticket and could be towed, at your expense, if found in 
violation of the by-law. 

Enquiries may be directed to the Town's By-law Enforcement Officers by calling (905) 871-1600, Extension 
2216 (Geoff Stephenson) or Extension 2215 (Jack Cox). 


(2) ** TAX NOTICE ** 

TOWN OF FORT ERIE 2011 INTERIM TAXES FOR ALL PROPERTY CLASSES 
FIRST INSTALLMENT DUE MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2011 

For further information regarding payment of taxes, please refer to the back of your tax bill. 
Interim 2011 tax bills were mailed on February 7,2011 
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 
Finance Department, Municipal Centre, Fort Erie, Ontario 

Gillian Corney 

Manager of Revenue & Collections 


(3) COUNCIL’S DRAFT CORPORATE STRATEGIC PLAN 2011-2014 

A Public Meeting has been scheduled to take place during the March 21,2011 Council-in-Committee meeting 
to provide the opportunity to comment on Municipal Council's draft 2011-2014 Corporate Strategic Plan. 
The draft Strategic Plan sets out the most important Council priorities, goals and initiatives to focus on over 
the next four years. 

The Draft Plan is available for viewing as of February 28,2011 on the Town’s web-site at: www.forterie.on.ca. 
Copies are also available at Town Hall, 1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie. Comments will be received until 
noon on March 9,2011. 

It would be appreciated if any person wishing to address Council on the Draft Plan’s content during the Public 
Meeting contact the Clerk’s Office by no later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday March 18,2011 by contacting 905- 
871-1600 ext. 2236. 

Please direct any enquiries and all comments to the undersigned. 

Office of the Chief Administrative Officer 
(905) 871-1600 Ext. 2201 
bbradnam@forterie.on.ca 


Steckley calls meeting a 
‘well-orchestrated assault’ 


Kris Dube 

The Times 

Bob Steckley admits he heard some 
"valid points" from delegates about the 
possible consequences of not moving for¬ 
ward with the Crystal Beach Gateway 
Project, but it doesn't mean his stance on 
the issue can be easily swayed. 

"It doesn't mean I agree 100 per cent 
with everything I heard, but I am listening 
to it, taking it into account," said Steckley. 

He also feels the list of delegates speak¬ 
ing against council's decision was chosen 
in an attempt to get council to reconsider 
its position, once again. 

"I believe it was a well-orchestrated 
assault to try and scare one of us into 
reversing our decision," said Steckley who 
affirmed that he stands strongly by his 
assertion to bring in outside legal counsel 
on the matter. 

One of the delegates, Azhar 
Mohammad, a representative from the 
Canadian Motor Speedway, spoke at 
Tuesday’s meeting, saying that the recent 
decision has caused him to lose trust in 


the current council. Steckley sent him a 
letter the next day, saying that he has 
nothing to worry about 

"I wanted to re-affirm that support, 
because it's an important project for Fort 
Erie," said Steckley. 

The Ward 3 Coun. also has concerns 
with the message that Fort Erie is "closed 
for business" that he hears councillors and 
members of staff saying. He doesn't 
believe this is true and when it is regularly 
stated in the media, it only makes matters 

"I think those statements are danger¬ 
ous, because you're helping perpetuate 
that myth," he said. 

Mayor Doug Martin said it is his belief 
that so many individuals, many who 
spoke at the podium for their first time, 
were there to simply share their concerns 
over what has unfolded in the recent 

"These were just regular people in the 
community who have faith in their coun¬ 
cil to do the right thing," said Martin. 

"I'm seeing people in the grocery store 
that are appalled over the decision that 


Town provides fact versus fiction 

On the Town of Fort Gateway project moves 759. The Town paid $2.05 
Erie’s website, a “fact vs. ahead. The Molinaro million in 2001 for all of 
fiction" chart has been Group will pay for over the lands. To view the 
made available, for peo- $3.4 million in improve- entire document, go to 
pie concerned over what ments and receive a por- www.forterie.on.ca and 
the Town will have to pay tion of the land with an click on "Crystal Beach 
for if the Crystal Beach appraised value of $1,677, Development.” 


Perfect Setting/ Perfect Price/ 

New Home now under construction only $237f)(f0 



In Beautiful Ridgeway ...A Quiet Peaceful Community 


Over 1.100 Square ft. bungalow set in a private secluded neighbourhood. Built on 
a nice sized 60' x 11 O' lot Just a short walk to the beach Call for more details. 


El 


Quality Builtfor Generations of Living 

Park Lane **,™ 

HOME BUILDERS 


905.685.0688 I parklane homebuilders .cc 
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Bowl for Kids’s Sake 
gets ready for kickoff 


Carolyn Goard 

Special to the Times 

Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) of 
Fort Erie hosts its 15th annual Bowl For 
Kids’ Sake campaign beginning today 
with the hopes of raising $40,000. 

The signature event for BBBS agen¬ 
cies is the largest annual fundraising 
campaign in the greater Fort Erie com¬ 
munity, said Sondra Barrett, executive 
director of BBBS Fort Erie. 

Barrett said the event accounts for 
approximately 25 to 30 per cent of the 
overall organizational budget. 

The national fundraiser invites 
teams of 5 to 6 bowlers to participate 
annually to raise money for local BBBS 
agencies, with proceeds that go the 
recruitment of new volunteers as well 
as the maintenance of current program 
matches, said Barrett. 

Currently, BBBS of Fort Erie is help¬ 
ing close to 150 children in all of its 
programs, and has 50 children on the 
waiting list they hope to have matched 
in one of the agency’s seven mentoring 
programs. 

The organization began in Fort Erie 
in 1990 with the mission to empower 
children and youth to achieve their full 
potential through positively mentored 
relationships, Barrett said. 

"The event definitely helps us to 


reach our growth goals.” 

Last year the campaign raised 
approximately $35,000, which was 
unfortunately lower than the money 
raised in 2009. 

“We nearly raised $50,000 in 2009.” 

Barrett said BBBS asks each bowler 
to collect a minimum of $50 to partici- 

“We do also solicit sponsors as well.” 

Gibbons Contracting of Stevensville 
is a local sponsor of the Bowl For Kids’ 
Sake campaign. 

“The sponsors really help us make a 
difference in reaching our goal,” 
Barrett said. 

This year in Fort Erie, the event has 
close to 80 teams, which is on target to 
hitting this year’s goal. 

The regional theme for the 2011 
fundraiser is Party In Your PJ's or Jam 
In Your Jammies. 

Barrett said she always participates 
in the fundraiser and puts a team or 
two together. 

The Bowl For Kids’ Sake campaign 
begins this Saturday and runs to March 
5, at Carroll’s Bowling Lanes in Fort 
Erie. 

This Saturday the event has a 2:30, 
6:30 and 9 p.m. time slot. 

For more information on the Bowl 
For Kids' Sake campaign visit 
www.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca/forterie. 


5900 Garage Door Sales Event 

the Quarter to Order 



How much will you get back? 


Charming in appearance. Practical for your budget 
Uncompromised Durability 

CANADIAN DOOR DOCTOR 


4 


4847 Kent Avenue, Niagara Falls, ON 
Phone 1-800-263-8809 • Fax 905-357-1602 • admin@candoordoc.com 

Limited Offer. Effective 01/15/11 through 03/31/11. 



Waste 



Starting Feb. 28,2011 - use your 
Blue Box, Grey Box and Green Bin 
every week to reduce your garbage. 

Niagara / / Region 


Website: www.niagararegion.ca 
Waste Info-Line: 905.356.4141 or 1.800.594.5542 
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Colour & 
Design 
Centre 


905-871-506l| 


VIRUS? 


:er service centre 


©Tarkett 

THE ULTIMATE FLOORING EXPERIENCE 

45 - 50 % off 

on Selected Styles 

Great for Kitchens, Bathrooms or Wet Basements! 

Now Priced from $14.99-$19.99 sq. yd. and $24.99 sq. yd. 


"Eco-Smart" Carpeting 

SmartS trana 

MW 


It's Just Better! 


905 - 228 - 6176 ^ 


Artist invited to paint 
Canada’s next top dog 


Local artist play¬ 
ing a role at pres¬ 
tigious event 


It could be safe to say 
that a dog can be an artist's 
best friend. 

In Jennette Conners' 

The local artist has been 
making quite the name for 


herself and her pet por¬ 
traits around town and 
throughout the national 
animal-loving community. 

In mid-March, she will be 
travelling to the Purina 
National Dog Show in 
Toronto, where she has 
been asked to provide a 
portrait for the owner of the 
pooch that earns the Best in 
Show title. 

It all started when she 
attended another dog show 
in Toronto and connected 


I get to sit and 
draw for a living. 
It’s awesome.” 

—Jennette Conners 

with a woman who has 
extensive knowledge of the 
dog show circuit. 

"I happened to chat with 
one lady, started 
asking questions 
and she happened 
to be one of the top 

judges for dog 
shows,” said 

Conners, who sets 
up shop at many 
dog-related events 
showcase and 
sell her work. 

Connors, who is 
enroled in the 
graphic design pro¬ 
gram at Niagara 
College, starting 
her third year in 
September, says 
she hopes this can 
continue to be her 
lifestyle, doing 
something she 
loves to do...that 
doesn’t really seem 
like work. 

“I get to sit and 
draw for a living, 
s awesome," she 

Conners hopes 
the winning dog 
ter will enjoy 
the work she does 
them and 
expects her reputa- 

than it has already. 

"This is wonder¬ 
ful I can get out to 
this level,” said 
Conners. 

To learn more 
about Conners’ 
work, you can visit 
her website at 
www.jennettecon- 


Fort Erie Public Library 


1247 Garrison Rd www.es n ia g a ra .com 


Located at 700 Gilmore Road, Fort Erie 
Phone: 905-871-2400 or Toll Free 1-888-235-7772 
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2010 

Top 

Winners 


TOP INCOME PRODUCER I st RUNNER UP 

ffiSS RE/MAX Niagara Realty Ltd., Cw-etodagn. 
Real Estate Brokerage, 

would like to congratulate the outstanding achievements of our 

2010 Fort Erie Office Top Income Producers, 

Ray Rosettani and Carmine Guadagno. 

Our Award Winners would like to acknowledge and thank all their clients 
and fe" 


RE/MAX Niagara Realty Ltd. 

Real Estate Brokerage 

170 Central Avenue, Fort Erie • 905-871-5555 

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated 

www.remaxniagara.ca 


A night for 
the young 


fans 


Starting Feb. 28, collection times are 
changing - make sure your materials 
are set out by 7 a.m. sharp on your 
regular collection day. 

Niagara *W/Mf Region 


Niagara Regional Minor Football Association 

www.footballniagara.com 


2011 Registration 


Fort Erie Meteor Nik Passero being greeted by fans after his 
pre-game skate last Saturday. 


vee: 13-14 years old, Birth Years 1997,1998 - unlimited weight W 

If you require further information, For Fort Erie, email 

Dave Sauer at dsauer@teksavvy.com 


Future local hockey stars Bryson Allen, left, Brandon Sauder, Alex Gill, Kiernen Connelly and 
Cameron Spada checking out some of the prizes up for grab’s at last Saturday’s Kids’ 
Night at the Leisureplex. 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Q| s= uluir . Q ii i ssr Oj ssssr 2rr y a ™~™- 

M.T ml TrmportMJor, |J USKT"" |g| N °““* t^a p ””™ l ‘ 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 

Online: forterietimes.classifiedextra.ca 


Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Email: placeit@dassifiedextra.ca 




required. 905-894-1182 


dassifiedextraxa 

Let It work for you' 
1-866-541-6757 


Not sure how to 

Memoriam? 
We’d be happy to 
help you with 
wording & verses. 
we’ll make it 
Scrapbook 
Worthy 
7am -7pm 
Monday - Friday 
& Saturday 
8am -3pm 


LOUNGE FOR RENT 

Birthdays - Anniversaries - Graduations 
Engagements - Bridal Showers - Stag & Does 
$25/hour including 

Disc Jockey - Bartender - Dance Lessons 

905 994 7700 
Now, That’s a Deal!! 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.cz 


Thurs. March 3rd. @11:00am 
3 i S'L r.Csihariries, ON 
(1km. south from QEW) 


Equipment w/ Large Diversity in Goods, Over 
100 ^ pcs of Refrig. ^ Equip. ^-Coolers^reezers- 
Chillers-Chefs Bases-Beer Coolers-Sushi Case- 
Merchandisers-Back Bars Etc. Stoves, Grills, 
Charbroilers, Gyros, Fryers, Convection Ovens, 
Dishwashers, Dough Mixers, Rational Oven, 
Tilting Kettle, Toasters, Slushy Machines, 
Granita Machines, Panini Grills, Popcorn, Candy 


loor Mats, French Fry Cutters, 1000’s of Items. 
Detailed list at www.storeyauctions.com, 
519-641-2844 


that readers never 

response to Employ¬ 
ment or Job Oppor- 


General 4 
Employment 


Soar above the 
Competition, 
Advertise in the 
CLASSIFIEDS 
1-866-541-6757 


CHRISTMAS CASH I 


Coming 

Events 


gion Support C 
for Caregivers 

SSs 


Selling Your 
Vehicle? 

1-866-541-6757 


GROUP DOG 
OBEDIENCE 
CLASSES 


The Dog Lady 
(905)871-7419 


WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Friday, March 4th at 1 p.m. 

First United, Wilhelm & Hwy. #3. 
Service written by women of Chile. 
Everyone welcome. 



Carrier of the Month 

Tyler Price 

is our Times’ Carrier of the Month 
for February 2011. 

Thanks Tyler for a job well done! 

For his exceptional efforts, 
he received a gift certificate 
compliments of: 


5 Notrees 


The 


fort Erie Times 

CARRIERS WANTED 


(Sims, Taylor, Tenth, Upper O 


Route: 1049 - Crescent Park- 48 papers 

(Parkdale from Evelyn to Phillips) 


Haven’t Seen A Route Advertised For Your Area? 
Call & leave your name, address & telephone 
number & we will call you if one becomes available. 

If interested call Petrina at 

905-871-3100 ext. 201 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


>r about the 5 th day of January,: 
the undersigned personal representative on or before 
April 8* 2011, thereafter, the undersigned will 
distribute the assets of the said Estate, having regard 
only to the claims then filed. 

DATED at Fort Erie, this 8* day of February, 2011 


Legal 

Notices 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS 
IN THE ESTATE OF 
HEDWIG (HEDDY) SERKIS 


es, Jamieson & Redekop 
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yourlifemoments.ca 


1 - 866 - 541-6757 

milestones@yourlifemoments.ca 


Scrap Metal s3is 


|«SA1E| 

Have a 
sizzling 
Garage Sale. 
SELL your 
stuff now. 


1-866-541-6757 


Business/ S38 
Franchise Opps 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ca 


and FRANCHISE 
Opportunities before 
sending money in 
response to any 
advertisements. 


Marking your milestones. Obituaries I In Memoriam Thanks I Births ] Celebrations 


The Grass Groomers 

Grounds Maintenance " Landscaping 
” Snow Plowing" 

Owned and operated by 
George BurgmanSr. since 1982 

for their continued patronage. 

905-871-3074 

Booking now for 2011 summer season. 

A Cut Above The Rest! 


0^irthday greetings 




I can’t believe my Gramma is 50! 
“Happy Birthday” 

Love, from Lexi and all the family. 

Also Happy 21st 
to my Mommy, Jenna! 


____ -r a second income? 

Learn to operate a Mini-Office Outlet from 
your computer. Free online training, 
flexible hours, great support! 

---.i 0n visit 


IY 14222 


NEED A USA MAILING ADDRESS? 

Check out The UPS Store on Elmwood 
Ave. just minutes from the Peace Bridge. 
We can help with all your business needs. 
Please contact us between the hours of 
9-7 Monday - Friday or 9-5 Saturday 
www.theupsstorelocal.com/0861 
266 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, N“ * 
(716)885-5902. 


Time For A New Job? 




_ _ 3 classified 

| 3 •» yextra.ca 

1-866-541-6757 


After 5 years of dating ’the boy next door”, 
Michael & Michelle Piett are 
pleased to announce the upcoming 
marriage of their daughter 

Rebecca Danielle Piett 
to William David Hicks, 

son of neighbours Bill & Pauline Hicks. 
God’s richest blessings on this newest 
chapter in your life’s journey together. 


\ 


S&id Q/ow- 


'jeaths 


deaths 


love of her life Jim (1999). Loving moth 
Dean (Karen Storey) Bell, Shannon (SI 
Palmer) Bell, and Pam (Ray) Rose 
Proud grandmother of Jackie, Spe 
Taylor, Adam, Summer, Ford and f 
and great grandmother of Sydney 
Kendall. Sadly missed by her sister E 
(Bob) Meldrurr ’ 

Wolbert, sister 
brother in law 
Dorothy, Simon and 
nieces and nephews, 
parents Louis and Mac 
sisters Shirley and Irene 
Chuck and Donny. BE 
SERVICES, 1105 Benner 
entrusted with arrangeme 
Celebrate Pauline’s Life 
Branch #71 of the Royal Canai 
(Central Ave. at Garrison) or 
February 26th at 1 pm. P 

aesireo, donations to ureater i-ort Erie Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters Association would 
be appreciated by the family. 


FLOOD, Gwenythe (( 



at Extendicare 
Gwen was predeceased by I 
Bill, her sister Eunice Mills, 
Jean Gillmore and 
Jane Wright-Flood. Gwen 


brother-in-law Ted Flood 
law Phyllis McLay. Her s 
grandson Jason (Sarah), 
Shanda (Jon) ’ 


Katy Jane; daughter Gwen (Jerry); daughter 
Robyn (Neil), grandson Mitchell and 
granddaughter Hillary. There are also many 
nieces, nephews, extended family and 

has already taken place. A memorial service 
in Gwen's honour will take place at a later 
date at THE WILLIAMS FUNERAL HOME 
722 Ridge Road North, Ridgeway. In I 
flowers, donations to a charity of your 


Save all is well that’s done by Thee. 

To . 


/ nota. . 


? 


Williams Funeral Home offers the same simple services as 
what some people refer to as a “funeral alternative”. 

Values of choosing Williams Funeral Home to provide these services to your family. 

• Fair Costs. • Private Viewing (a chance to say good-bye) at no additional cost. 

• Warm and comfortable facility. 

• Aftercare program including Canada Pension Assistance. 

• Book of Memories page on our website. 

Call, email or visit our website to educate yourself on the many values we can offer your family. 


Fu 




722 Ridge Road N., Ridgeway ON LOS 1N0 

905 - 894-1161 

www.wiUiamsfuneralhome.ca 
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yourlifynioments. 


Marking your milestones. 


deaths 


deaths 








Cremations and Burials 

Remembrance Takes Thought, 
Not Expense 

Jerome J. O’Charchin, Funeral Director 

905-894-0120 



Caring 
Makes a 


Now more than ever, you need 
someone to help you through. 


^ Making final arrangements for 
loved one isn’t easy. That’s why 
compassion goes into everything we 
do. We are prepared to arrange any 
JITTGrGIICG s P e °i a l requests you might have, 
i Traditional Services 
i Cremation Services 
i Prearrangement Planning 
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Police warn of scam 
that targets the elderly 


The Niagara Regional Police 
Service is issuing an advisory 
about a fraudulent scheme 
that typically targets the elder¬ 
ly. In this scheme, victims are 
contacted by telephone by an 
individual claiming to be a rel¬ 
ative, often a grandchild. They 
tell the victim that they are on 
vacation and require money 
for an emergency situation. A 
second person will speak to 
the victim, claiming to be a 
lawyer or police officer and 
confirm the story. The victim 
is directed to send funds via a 
money transfer and 
pleads with the vic¬ 
tim not to tell anyone 
else in the family due 
to embarrassment. 

Victims normally 
learn that they have 
been defrauded after 
speaking with other 
family members. In 
most situations, the 
funds cannot be 
recovered as they are 
picked up immedi¬ 
ately. 

On Wednesday, 

Halton Regional 

Police Service 
announced that they 
arrested seven peo¬ 
ple in relation to what 


is being called the 
“Emergency-Grandson Scam” 

The dollar figure losses con¬ 
nected to this operation are 
estimated around $3 million 
dollars. This group was mak¬ 
ing an average of two hundred 
calls per day, successfully tar¬ 
geting 15 to 20 victims and 
defrauding them of between 
$2,500 to $6,000 each. 

An advisory is being issued 
to remind the public to be 
cautious if they receive a simi¬ 
lar request for money. 




Be Your Own Boss 


* BSL 


Knowledge, Guidance, Financing 


Business Success & Loan Centre 
Fort Erie 

45 Jarvis Street, Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 2S3 
Phone: (905) 871-7331 Email: bslltianiagara.com 


If you are unemployed and: 

- In receipt of E.l. Benefits or eligible to receive; 

- have established a claim within the past 3 years; 

- have had a maternity or parental claim within the last 5 years 


You may be eligible for the 

ONTARIO SELF-EMPLOYMENT BENEFIT PROGRAM (OSEB) 

This program provides business plan development, mentoring, 
and income support to successful applicants. 

ONTARIO ™ S Employment 0ntado pro 9 ram is funded in part by the 


Tickets still available 
for Women’s Luncheon 


This is the last call for tick¬ 
ets for the Greater Fort Erie 
Chamber of Commerce's 
International Women’s Day 
Luncheon, at Bridgewater 
Country Club. 

Gather your girlfriends, 
family, and co-workers 
together, or send give your 
administrative assistant a 
special treat. It's a great 
afternoon of shopping, din¬ 


ing, the Chamber says. 

This year’s guest speaker 
is Sunni Genesco, a Fort Erie 
native who is an award-win¬ 
ning broadcast journalist in 
the Hamilton area. 

To reserve tickets, contact 
the Chamber of Commerce 
at (905) 871-3803. 

The event is Friday Mar. 4. 
Registration begins at 11:30 


FORT ERIE • NIA 


% 

@ Conservative 

Hon. Rob Nicholson, M.P. 

n 

Working for you! 

Niagara Fal 

i 

Is Electoral District Association 
vww.nfconservative.ca 

905-371-2987 



We are seeking a Full-Time 
Advertising Sales Representative 

We are seeking a highly motivated individual with: 
- Strong verbal and written communication skills 
- Proven track record in sales 
- Ability to work well in a team atmosphere 
- Positive attitude toward change 
- Reliable vehicle 

Interested in joining our winning team? 

Please submit your resume and cover letter to: 

Myra Robertson 
Advertising Sales Manager 

The Times, 450 Garrison Rd., Unit 1 
Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 1N2 
Fax: 905-871-5243 

E-mail: mrobertson@forterietimes.com 

fort Erie Times Shopping Times 
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SIRIUS & 


SCAN 

HERE 


FOR MORE 


YEAR 

* 


BUILT TO LAST. PRICES THAT WON'T. 

PURCHASE FOR 


< 


25,995 


THE NEW 2011 RAM 1500 
QUAD CAB SXT 4X4 

CANADA'S FASTEST GROWING CHOICE 
OF LIGHT DUTY PICKUP" 

INCLUDES $8,750 CONSUMER CASH,* FREIGHT, AIR TAX, TIRE LEVY AND 
OMVIC FEE. TAXES EXCLUDED. OTHER RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.* 


NO CHARGE 

HEMP ENGINE 





































